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Anthropologist Ralph Linton
I choose to focus on the famous anthropologist Ralph Linton. Linton is an American anthropologist who was born in Philadelphia in 1893 and died in 1953 (Linton, 2019). He is known for his influence in cultural anthropology. Linton was born in a family of Quaker entrepreneurs and his father pressured him into choosing a profession but his interests were in anthropology. He attended Strathmore college in 1911. During his undergraduate course, he took a gap year to participate in an archaeological excavation at Quirigua in Guatemala. He graduated in 1915 as an honor student. Over the years he studied at Colombia University and Harvard University which helped shape his anthropology career. 
What inspired me to focus on Ralph Linton is his passion for cultural change. He spent most of his time researching culture and its influence on behavior. He wrote several books on what he had discovered. One of his famous publications is 'The Study of Man’ which was published in 1936. ‘The Study of Man’ is recognized by both scientist and layman (Eric1996). Linton united anthropologists who were being divided due to extreme divergence of historical, psychological, sociological and biological interests. Due to his good nature, Linton made many friends from various parts of the world. His works influenced people from his field and outside his field. Linton was also an excellent lecturer who was followed by several scholars when he taught at Colombia University.
Ralph Linton studied several cultures where he collected information that assisted him to write his books. He spent two and a half years in Madagascar where he formed good relations with the people and got to learn more about the culture of the people of Madagascar. He later moved to Portuguese and East Africa. While there he continued to collect more information about the various cultures. He got to understand what each culture treasures and what its people believe (Kerr1948). During his time interrelating with various cultures, he made good relations with the people and because of this the different people he met accepted him in their cultures. 
Linton's theoretical perceptive is that culture influences behavior. He learned this by observing and interacting with people from various cultures. He stated that culture maintains the community. He added that culture is both overt and covert with inferred content of meaning, values, attitudes, and emotions. Linton states that culture is the way of life and thus, it influences how human beings behave (Kerr1948). Also, for society to function effectively the guidelines dictated by culture must be shared by all its members. For this to happen, culture is first learned then shared. Without following these steps human society would never exist. Culture provides a framework for our lives to be meaningful based on the set standards. The set principles are passed from generation to generation (Kumar2017). Notably, since culture is created by humans it is flexible and subject to change. Moreover, culture is linked to biological evolutions. Culture was created after the development of our ancestor's brains which enabled humans to construct their natural environment. In so doing they developed diverse and different ways of life.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Linton has published several scholarships which include ‘The Study of Man’, ‘Tree of Culture’ which constitutes the study of various cultures. Linton contributed his knowledge of culture and behavior in the field of anthropology. He understood how culture influences behavior in people. Additionally, with the help of his work and research, people understand the impact culture has on personality. Again, Linton states that the role individuals play in a society is dependent on culture. Culture influences the behavior of every individual and this is the reason people from various cultures portray different behavior. Linton's works are appreciated by all who read it.
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